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Wordg from the Editor:

“But the Land you are crosging the Jordan
to take possession of ... is a Land of the
Lord your God cares for; the eyes of the
Lord your God are continually onit...
(Deuteronomy 11:11-12)

Life is a drama. In this journey, there will always be situations where
people intend to follow their own script. However, we often experi-
ence merciful stories that surpass our own plan. A son was infected
with COVID-19 but he suddenly improved before entering the emer-
gency room; someone who always hated smoking became addicted
before God miraculously set him free; a couple initially was reluctant
to serve in Happiness Group before God unexpectedly called them.
One by one, the plots turned... The theme of this issue is "Unexpected
Script," and brothers and sisters share how God, the great screenwrit-

er, changed their lives!

nexpected Scrip

New Coronavirus and New Coronation
- A Covid Patient’s Spiritual Journey

By Pastor Angela Fu, Central Campus

My son entered my room, carry-

ing in laughter as he chatted with
me. Finally, | could appreciate the
ups and downs he must have expe-
rienced during his sickness. When |
mentioned that my body tempera-
ture would go up predictably as my
body aches intensified, we both
laughed.

| remembered kneeling down to
pray when his blood oxygen level
dropped to 89. | knew | had to de-
cide on the next steps, yet deep

down | was still in denial over what was happening. Pastor
William had also prayed with me and shared this verse after-
wards: “But | am like an olive tree flourishing in the house of
God; | trust in God’s unfailing love for ever and ever. For what
you have done | will always praise you in the presence of
your faithful people. And | will hope in your name, for your
name is good.” (Psalm 52: 8-9)
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| was hoping that | would remain faithful as God has al-
ready given us the promise of salvation. | felt peace within
me, yet | was not quite sure | could deal with the
consequences if | made any wrong %
decisions. In the end, the three of
us drove to the ER.

Even afterwards, | wo
ried. If he got admi:[’&d to

the ER and the ctor

wouldn't allow me to be

there with him, would | be ablém.IE TILUST

to wait patiently at home? What

if | would never be able to see him

again? My heart was filled with terror

and despair. “God! Please help me.” |

didn’t dare to think any further. | was ndt sure if | could deal
with such unknowns, but | still had to face it head on. | re-
membered the verse | shared with everyone during the joint
campus prayer meeting a while back: “For to me, to live is
Christ and to die is gain.” (Philippians 1:21) | felt this verse
was ringing in my heart as if God was asking me: “Do you
believe in me?” | know God wants me to dedicate the life of
my child to Him. | would never be freed from the reign of fear
if | kept clinging to the false perception that | was the one in
control of my child’s destiny. “For to me, to live is Christ and
to die is gain.” When | heard this verse again, | surrendered.
“Yes, God! | am ready to let go. Who do | have other than
you?”

Pastor William parked the car when we arrived at the ER.
Right there in the parking lot, we shared what was going on
in our minds and hearts and prayed one last time to express
our gratitude and released our child to God’s care. Ezra told
us he was hungry right after we said our last prayer. We
were dumbfounded! It was hard to be-
lieve how quickly our God acted!

As we sat there recounting what hap-
pened, Pastor William told me that he
too prayed at that moment and felt that
God had not yet been finished with Ezra.
And he also heard the verse “to live is
Christ and to die is gain.” | was in awe
that God gave him the exact same
verse. We smiled together, knowing that
we made another spiritual connection
from this adventure through the web of
our lives’ pathways.
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When | got confirmation that | too had Covid, | was much
calmer and didn’t struggle or fear as much in the face of death.
| wondered if | should go to the ER every time my blood oxy-
gen level dropped to 91, but then the reading would return to
95 right after | prayed about it, as if God was teasing me. Our
God was quite humorous sometimes.

One sister prayed for an immediate and total healing for
me, and | found myself lying still in bed on many occasions
thinking about God and waiting for Him to rescue me. | thought
of the time my daughter fell into the water when she was still
young. | didn’t see her falling, nor did | know her whereabouts.
After she was rescued, | asked her why she didn’t shout for
help, and she answered, “I was waiting for you to rescue me.”
What a blessing it is to be able to respond like a little child and
have pure faith in our heavenly father. For the first time in my
life, | waited patiently for God with neither fear nor anxiety, as if
| were in heaven.

The lung infection caused by Covid poses a real threat to
human lives. When we encountered COVID, we were not only
travelling through the valley of death, but also experiencing
God’s faithful presence. What we conquered in the end was

not just any disease but the fear and
bondage of death. | felt a strong
power underneath me which not only
kept my faith afloat but also put a
magical shield around Pastor Wil-
liam. | know that was the power of
the prayers generated by so many
brothers and sisters from the Central
Campus, without which we couldn’t
have conquered fear and anxiety. My whole family is so grate-
ful for all the prayers and help from brothers and sisters. You
were there with us in our sufferings, and you will also be with

us when we are glorified with Christ. So grateful for you! 4

How could it be?

By Pastor William Fu,
North Campus Congregational Pastor

It was the twelfth day since my son was infected with Covid.

| was driving towards the ER with Pastor Angela and our
son. As | drove, | kept asking myself why his blood oxygen lev-
el would suddenly drop from 91% to 89% this morning, almost
two weeks after he was infected. Why was his breath so fast
yet so shallow? | got distracted by the dark clouds and unend-
ing showers in the sky. Moments later, it dawned on me that |
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might not be able to see

him again if he was admit- }-f

ted to the ER. | immediate- ﬁ&y
ly became very anxious. 1 cHoose
When | saw light in the sky 7%

piercing through the dark

clouds, the Holy Spirit re-

minded me of this song:

“River of life, river of joy, slowly flowing into my heart. | want
to sing a song, a heavenly song. The dark clouds above my
head and the sadness in my heart will both disappear.”

As | slowly approached the hospital, Pastor Angela
asked me to pull into the parking lot, not the entrance to the
ER. | was about to ask her why, but | didn’t. Instead, | pulled
into a parking space facing the hospital building just as she
requested. Pastor Angela then said to me and our son very
firmly, “Let’s all quiet down and pray one more time for
God’s guidance to see if He really wants us to go to the ER.”
Soon, | heard my son murmuring, “I am hungry.” How could
it be? That was the first time he asked for food since he got
sick with Covid. In our quiet prayer, the Holy Spirit used
Psalm 52:8-9 to strengthen our faith. These verses were
shared by Pastor Wanda in her recent Morning Devotion and
by the Joy fellowship at the North Campus:

“But | am like an olive tree flourishing in the house of
God; | trust in God’s unfailing love for ever and ever. For
what you have done | will always praise you in the presence
of your faithful people. And | will hope in your name, for your
name is good.” (Psalm 52 8-9)

We left the hospital parking lot and went to get chicken
nuggets for our son instead. How could it be? Whatever it
might be, we were able to go home

in peace. ?Z)

gy 2

Even though Pastor Angela al- ’:‘J@, "1;\_{--- ¢
so got infected with Covid subse- s .A;;"'\ *’33 .

quently, she too was able to cope
at home and was 100% healed by =
the prayers, care, and help from

many brothers and sisters. How _

could it turn out this way? | was b “B“tliaff:
i N e an olive tree,
safe and untouched by Covid. ¥hofrig v tha

Praise be to the Lord for His heal- house of God. I will

ing power, protection, provision always trust in
and mercy! | will always praise you God’s unfalling
in the presence of your faithful peo- love.”

paaln EE‘J

ple. And | will hope in your name,
for your name is good. @
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Self Directed vs. God Directed

By Main Campus Terrence Liu

» | had my last Children’s Day fes-
| tival at 12 years old, when my
. request that Dad quit smoking
|| was granted. He quit after twenty
| more years of smoking. | disliked
smoking since | was little, and |
couldn’t imagine myself possibly
picking up smoking in my life-
time. However, our lives are full of the unexpected. Soon af-
ter | got baptized in San Diego, | transferred to northern Cali-
fornia to continue studying. College life is colorful yet busy,
and soon | strayed from church. Out of curiosity and under my
friends’ influence, | started smoking and became addicted to
the thing | once wished that my dad would give up.

Even though | didn’t smoke a lot, | still couldn’t help smok-
ing when | was stressed. | started to calm down when | faced
the busyness of my work and life, and actively sought for
meaning. Soon it occurred to me that | needed to go back to
church. God saw my heart, and He was going to do new
things.

During Christmas, | went back to China to visit my parents.
Because of my stress from work, | hid in a neighborhood not
far from my parents’ house and smoked. Yet this time, my
mom happened to run right into it. She stared at me in disbe-
lief; ten meters apart, we caught each other’s eyes and the air
froze. My mom started worrying for me. She knew | disliked
people who smoked, and she was worried that my stress was
too much for me to the point of beginning self-destructive hab-
its. | seriously promised to her that | would quit smoking.

After returning to the US, | returned to church. | confidently
believed that | could keep my promise to my mom, just like
how my dad kept his promise to me years ago. However, my
story didn’t end with immediate victory. Stress induced me to
resume smoking. | was so disappointed in myself! In the
meantime, a young relative of mine became alcoholic. He
tried quitting many times, but in vain. There was even one in-
cident where he got a DUl and was in the police station. His
mom and | took him out at mid-
night. Soon, | heard a testimo-

ny from a pastor. He prayed & "] AM THE WAY
for a person who had been in  pesssss- . AND THE TRUTH
and out the alcoholism support " ANDTHELIFE

group more than 20 times. He - wi
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prayed that God would bring discomfort to
his body the next time he touched alcohol.
The prayer really was put in effect, and he
successfully abstained from alcohol. | didn’t
believe this testimony completely because |
Psalms 61:1 had a real alcoholic relative who had been

ﬁei?mr cry, God. tied up and addicted for a long time.

Listen fo my \ . .
prayer. Unexpectedly, this testimony was just a pre-

view from God for me.

I went back home and didn’t even seriously pray; instead, |
just talked to God directly. “I can’'t even keep my promise to my
mom, so | definitely can’t quit smoking. You are my God, so
you come and help me!”

God listened!

The next time | smoked, the first inhale brought discomfort
to my stomach. | rarely had any stomach problems, so | was
not paying much attention, and finished that cigarette. That
night, my body was in agony. But | was still hard-hearted, and
believed it was just coincidence. | thought it was because my
stomach was not right in the first place, and it just happened
that | took a cigarette. So when | felt better, | lit up another one.
This time, it got even worse. | thought at that moment, “It must
be that the cigarette | got was from China!” So | went out and
bought American-made cigarettes, and tried again. This time, it
hurt so much that | couldn’t even straighten myself. The more
pain | felt, the more stubborn | was, and the more | tried. After
several more tries, | got nauseated at the sight of a cigarette,
and the impulse of picking up to smoke was completely gone.

At that moment, | realized | was completely free! From the
bottom of my heart, | thank God for not abandoning or giving up
on me. He not only regained my freedom for me, but also
taught me that He'’s live and real! When | directed my life from
the flesh, the outcome surprised and disappointed me: | could
pick up something | disliked before; | could break promises that
| treasured; | could be hard-hearted and refuse to acknowledge
God. However, when | bowed down to God and depended on
Him, He laid His sovereign hands on me, and directed grace
unexpectedly! In their hearts, humans plan their course, but the

Lord establishes their steps! (Proverbs 16:9) ¢

L L]
\ man'e heart devicee hic wav
AMans i:t,uli L UEVISEDS IS Wa Y -

1 - 1 MDD ~ ~mtes Iiese & .
- but the LORD directs his steps.

y
v el
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Unexpected Script
Interview with 34th Happiness Group Leader

By Jenny Chen, Main Campus
Interviewed by Emily Xu

HFP+ . “‘P‘__ -1 HP+ .

For the 4th wave of Happiness Group, there were 34
groups to match our church’s 34th anniversary, and the last
group was set up just a week before it started. To learn about
the prompting and setup God gave for this situation, we inter-
viewed Jenny Chen from the group.

Q: Did you participate the Happiness Group before? What
was the experience like?

A: | was deeply touched when the Blessed & Blessing Church
from Taiwan came to our church, especially during Pastor
Yang’s message. Their methodology of spreading the gospel
is like a mini-evangelical event where every single person is a
preacher. Therefore, when the 1st wave of Happiness Group
started, | was full of passion and joined without hesitation. We
started a group which consisted of many engineers from HP
and others. After the first wave, we basked in our accomplish-
ment, filled with the great joy of leading people to know Jesus.
However, we were also physically exhausted. Partly, it was
because in addition to
Happiness Group, we
have our children with
special needs at home;
caring for two children
with  Down Syndrome
is not an easy task.
Meanwhile, in our hap-
piness group, every- |
one had the mindset of
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giving the best of the
best. The gatherings
were in-person and we

7
put so much into the
details, from gifts to A
food preparation. Dur- <&~

ing that time, | was se-

verely sleep deprived. So for the second and third waves, we
didn’t participate in the meetings but only prayed for the happi-
ness groups. When the 4th wave started, we still didn’t feel
that God was calling us to join again.

Q: Since you didn’t feel the calling in the beginning,
what changed your mind?

A: It was an amazing experience. At first, we didn’t do Happi-
ness Group for the 2nd and 3rd waves due to our daughter
having insomnia at the end of 2019, although we were still in-
volved in discipleship training. She couldn’t sleep one second
at night, so | ended up not having enough sleep either. | be-
came very weary and exhausted. At the beginning, | wanted to
quit the 4th wave training as well. At that time, David, my hus-
band, already had quite a few colleagues from HP who ex-
pressed their interest in the upcoming Happiness Group, so
we were thinking about finding an appropriate group for them
to join. Therefore, when the church was recruiting group lead-
ers and coworkers, we didn’t think of forming our own group at
all. But God continuously knocked on the doors of our hearts
for the next few days.

During the prayer meeting, Pastor Lam mentioned that so far,
we had 32 groups, and as it was the 34th anniversary of our
church, it would be great if we could have two more. Then the
worship songs on that Sunday touched me deeply: “The Lord
said to me, follow me,” but at that moment, | was unwilling to
listen although it
seemed that the lyr-
ics were addressing
; me. The song went
5 3 ' e on, “I was still hesi-
WHEN WE PRAY, GOD HEARS -~ tant in my exhaus-
MORE THAN WE SAY, - #2250 tion, yet the Lord’s
ANSWERS MORE THAN WEASK,_- e; calling didn't let me

' GIVES MORE THAN WE IMAINE J go; And when | an-
IN HIS OWN TIME AND i vest ioviand
INHISOWNWAY. light instantly flew

out.” We had been
debating for quite a
while; we were sure
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that we couldn’t lead a group
this time, but what else could
we do if not participate? The
song’s verse went on: “l build
up the altar of dedication,
Lord please give me the

) charcoal to train me, oh,
beautifdtthan Lord, you chose me because
our desires. of your mercy, and | chose
you to fulfil your wish.” We
have always been burdened
with evangelism. Pastor
Lam’s sermon on
‘uncontained courage, un-

God's plan
IS always more

dampened praise” again
knocked on my heart. However, | still didn’t feel like | had
the courage to take on that calling.

The climax of God’s script happened during that day’s disci-
pleship training. Pastor Gong said that if you have just one
BEST, you should come and lead a happiness group. That
entire weekend, it was like God was continuously knocking
on the doors of our hearts. Pastor Gong also said, “Our abil-
ity to serve is from God. The willingness is from us, and the
ability is from God. As long as we respond to God’s calling,
God will certainly grant us the talent, the ability, the re-
sources, and the opportunities.” The last sentence was
clearly fulfilled later in our experience. Then Pastor Gong put
out an ad recruiting coworkers for his newly established hap-
piness group No. 33. There were brothers and sisters who
answered the call right on the spot. | remember | was a little
deflated, feeling that God had closed the door for us to be-
come coworkers. At that time, | was even hesitant to be-
come a coworker, and even more so a group leader. That
night, David was talking to me about his BEST friends again,
so | suggested for him to speak to Pastor Lam. Our original
plan when we talked to Pastor Lam was to have an informal
mini group. Pastor Lam supported the idea and said, “You'll
be the leader, I'll be the coworker.” David gladly agreed and
started looking for possible coworkers. Very soon, we had
enough coworkers and we started prepping for the cowork-
ers meeting. Then more j :
brothers reached out to us |
to join. It was like a miracle!
Quickly, it went from 2 =
coworkers to 4, then to 6, | .
and eventually even to 12
coworkers. God’s script is
so different from what we g SIS
could imagine. '

Know - Trust Love
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Q: So when you finally decided to form the group, were
there any difficulties you had to face and adjust to?

N

>

A: The week right be-
fore we started our
happiness group, my
mom broke her hips.
However, when fami-
ly members brought
her to the hospital,
they didn’t get the di-
agnosis until Sunday.
Looking back, it feels like a trial for us. When | shared this
news with our coworkers, everyone prayed for my mom. Pas-
tor Wanda and Pastor Lam always made themselves availa-
ble and always checked in on us about my mom’s condition.
Right before my mom’s surgery, Pastor Wanda and Pastor
Lam did a video call with my mom and prayed over her. | was
very moved by that. You know, hip surgery is very complicat-
ed, but amazingly, all the details turned out to be exactly we
had prayed for. The surgery was a great success. My mom
could even start walking after three days. There were also
other coworkers whose family members had encountered
health issues; David and | prayed for them daily and we expe-
rienced God’s healing hands over everything.

After this experience, | feel strongly that when we have just a
tiny bit of faith and willingness, God shows himself in every-
thing from coworkers to healing. It’s like the Israelites when
they crossed the Red Sea. They had to step into the Red Sea
before they could see the water separate in front of their eyes.
If I only start when | feel | am ready, | might never be ready.
However, when we had just a tiny bit of willingness in our
hearts, God was on route to do the rest. God does not call
the qualified, but He qualifies the called. There are so many
things that we aren’t capable of doing, but God only needs
our basket of five bread loaves and two fish, and He takes

care of the rest and performs miracles. 4
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An Awe-Inspiring Expedition!
By Ivy Lee, Cantonese Congregation
Interviewed by Vivian Chiu

2y
Lo % E E ‘I Lo ¥

Although this was already the second time Ivy served for the
Happiness Group Ministry, she had never participated in a
virtual setting, nor had she been a presenter of a gospel
message! In the eyes of lvy, it was a journey with twists and
turns and also an expedition full of God’s miraculous guid-
ance and awe-inspiring moments from the Holy Spirit!

Q: How long did it take you to prepare for the message?

A: | didn'’t really keep track of it. But | can tell you it costed
me quite a few sleepless nights mulling over the message.

For me, "giving the message" was totally beyond my level.
Not only had | never done it, but | hadn’t even thought about
it! It was absolutely beyond my ability to handle. After learn-
ing about this arrangement, | was completely at a loss. |
prayed for help from God and | also asked other sisters to
pray for me. But | didn't know where to start. | am grateful for
Maddy, who participated in the online "Happiness Group
Chat Room," whom | asked for advice.

Q: You got quite a bit of feedback from coworkers on the
day of the rehearsal; how did you feel about all of that?

A: My PowerPoint presentation
at the time was not quite finished
despite my painstaking efforts
and the countless hours spent.
There were quite a few kinks in
the rehearsal as | was not able to
practice and pace myself before-
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hand. Pastor Ed and the oth-
er coworkers gave me a lot of
feedback. | didn’t feel bad or
discouraged as | figured |
would need to overhaul the
presentation anyway. | knew
that everyone was trying to
help a rookie.

Q: Did that affect your confidence at all?

A: To tell you the truth, | didn’t really have much confidence
at the time. All | wanted was to serve and serve well for the
glory of God.

Q: What was the biggest challenge for you?

A: In the beginning, Maddy taught me how to print out the
summary of the message as well as the transcripts for Pas-
tor Wanda’s video clip. | read them again and again, but still
didn’t know where to start, or how to properly edit and make

sense of all the materials at hand.
| ventured into making my very
first PowerPoint, tinkering around
till I came up with a presentation!
The other challenge was that | had : A
to set aside some of my personal
and familial needs and reprioritize
so that | could slowly chip away at -
the editing of the PPT. TT———

When some of the coworkers contacted me to check on my
progress and offer their help, | was very grateful. However, |
didn’t know how to respond. This was my assignment and |
had a lot of materials to work with already. | knew their
plates were equally full, so | didn’t want to burden them fur-
ther with my assignment.

Q: What was your approach
to editing all the content and
how did you accomplish it?

A: | added a video segment
" based on Pastor Ed’s recom-
B mendation which meant | had to
trim or even delete some of the
slides. After the rehearsal, Ed-
die was very helpful and gave
me great advice on how to set
up and highlight the key points.
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However, when | sat down to edit, | realized it was far from
an easy fix. | had a hard time concentrating and almost felt
brain-dead...

| asked Eddie to help review the slides for me on a Friday
night when there was no fellowship meeting. But | was not
able to finish my part in time for his review. When others in-

- quired about my progress
and offered help, | didn't
dare to tell them the truth
and instead asked Eddie to
just get the two video clips
ready for the meeting.

| don’t know why, but my
brain came back alive when
the rest of the family was
fast asleep. | was able to
power through and complete
the PowerPoint presentation by 3 A.M. the next morning. |
was so grateful and relieved to finally be able to get into bed!
But | still needed to run it through and recalibrate the timing
of the new presentation. | managed to get up an hour and a
half before the meeting time and text Wai King as she had
offered to help me practice the day before. She responded
right away so | was able to have a quick practice run and get
a handle on the timing despite some technical glitches. | was
also able to make some last-minute edits based on Wai
King’'s feedback. At the conclusion of the first meeting, the
team gave me lots of praise. Kiky even called me with words
of encouragement and valuable advice.

Q: Have you ever imagined that God would use you to
help two BESTs become followers of Christ?

A: We've been praying all along that all BESTs would be-
come believers of Christ, but | was not expecting for it to
happen right then and there. Praise be to the Lord! That was
the work of the Holy Spirit via the concerted effort made by
Erica and Wai King.

™ For m':,; thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,"” declares
the LORD.
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Q: How do you feel about that?
How about others?

A: Everyone was super excit-
ed and encouraged to hear the
good news! | was so grateful and N\
happy for Peggy that God answered
her repeated prayers in the many years v
past and finally let her parents become be-
lievers of Christ. Glory be to our faithful and
loving God!

Q: What'’s your biggest takeaway from this experience?

A: | think it has nothing to do with my personal ability or ef-
fort and everything to do with the power of concerted pray-
ers, God’s guidance, and His timing. If it was not for the work
of God Almighty, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and the help from
the team, | would never have accomplished anything given
the kind of sleep deprivation and pressure | was faced with. |
would like to take this opportunity to thank our group leader
Pastor Ed and all the coworkers for their prayers and sacri-
fices. | was especially grateful for the constructive feedback
and tangible help from the more experienced and gifted
coworkers which played a key role in shaping the message |
delivered for the Lord!

The “Super Happiness Group” that Ivy served in met at
10am and 8pm on Saturdays every week. She had to make
major revisions to her presentation after the rehearsal on
Thursday. Despite the huge pressure, lvy maintained her
humility and faithfulness. With the team’s support and the
Holy Spirit's guidance, she was able to complete the revi-
sions which in turn touched the hearts of two BESTs to be-
come believers of Christ. Hallelujah! This untraveled path
was full of twists and turns as well as pleasant surprises!
God’s thoughts are higher than our thoughts, His ways high-

er than our ways! €

Editorial Group Members:

Pastor Wanda Lam, Pastor Donald Liu, Becky Tsai, Emily
Xu, XiaoQiong Dong, Yuwei Chiu, Joyce Yu, Lan Tang,
Zoe Xu, Michael Hsu, Margaret Lee & Vivian Chiu.

You are welcome to browse our website:
https://graceland.cbcsandiego.com
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